
Title: Christ, the Compassionate Creator 

Passage: Mark 6:30-44 

 

Introduction 
Miracles of Jesus 

 Many occurred but only two were repeated in all four gospels: 1) Resurrection of Jesus from the dead, 2) 

feeding of the 5,000 

Passage: Mark 6:30-44 

 

Question: Who is this Jesus? 
Point: Apart from a right understanding of who Jesus Christ is, you won’t respond to this account accurately. 

 This is about Christ 

 If know Who is performing the miracles, then can know who truly Jesus is. 

John 20:30-31 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name. 

 Jesus = eternal Son of God = God in the flesh = through Whom may receive life in His name. 

Colossians 1:15-17 

He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 

were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

Colossians 1:19-20 

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Hebrews 1:3 

He [Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 

by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high, 

John 1:1-4 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. 

John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

Mark 1:1 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 once we discover who Jesus is, then we can see the truth (including who we are in relation to Him). 

EXPOSITION 
Overview 

I. Christ’s Concern 

II. Christ’s Compassion 

III. Christ’s Calling 



 

I. Christ’s Concern 
Mark 6:30-32 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to them, “Come away 

by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure 

even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 

 

Context: Busy with the work of the Lord 

Jesus concern for His disciples: disciples fatigue 

Point: Get away, alone, in Jesus and rest 

 one thing Billy Graham wish he could have done more in his life 

Hebrews 4:15-16 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

II. Christ’s Compassion for the Crowd 
Mark 6:33-34 

Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there 

ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were 

like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 

 

Compassion 

 Jesus felt compassion 

 Compassion = related to word of “spleen” = deep, visceral pain 

o Used 9 times with Jesus 

 Saw sick person 

 Saw someone with consequences of sin (not judgment) 

 Saw crowds 

o Likewise, when Jesus sees us in sickness, in sin, or in crowds = compassion from God 

Sheep without a shepherd 

 Picture of Israel without godly leaders 

Ezekiel 34:2 (failure of leaders to do what God called them to do) 

“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus 

says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the 

sheep? 

Isaiah 40:11 (heart of God) 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 

gently lead those that are with young. 

 

Jesus fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies as shepherd: 

Luke 15:4-5 

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his 

shoulders, rejoicing. 

John 10:14 



I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

1 Peter 5:4 

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

Hebrews 13:20 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 

by the blood of the eternal covenant, 

Revelation 7:17 

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living 

water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

He began teach them many things 

 Jesus response to seeing the crowds 

 First: to give the Word of God 

o Not to heal (though He does) 

o Not to feed (though He does) 

o Shows importance of the Word 

 Luke 24 (Road to Emmaus, context: disciples confused, Jesus comes alongside) 

Luke 24:27 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself. 

 Christ comes to us clothed in Scripture 

 The greatest gift we receive from God is Christ.  The next greatest gift is the Word of God. 

 The greatest gift you can give is God’s Word (to others, to your wife, your children, etc.) 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

 

III. Christ’s Calling 
Mark 6:34-37 

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to him 

and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding 

countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them 

something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to 

them to eat?” 

 

You give them something to eat 

 imperative command.  Jesus call to His disciples to action.  Disciples then realized the impossibility of 

the situation. 

Mark 6:37-38 

But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two 

hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves do you 

have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 

 200 denarii = 8 month’s worth of wages 



 Disciples’ rough, poor attitude in an incomplete view of Jesus 

 Impossibility of situation was clear 

o Point: Sometimes impossible situations exist so we are forced to turn to Him. 

2 Corinthians 12:8-9 

Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 In certain situations, God may call us to depend on Him that we would not have otherwise. 

Mark 6:39-42 

Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds 

and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 

And they all ate and were satisfied. 

 miraculous feeding 

 God provided and involved the disciples (He created and allowed the disciples to give/distribute) 

Mark 6:43-44 

And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five 

thousand men. 

 Leftovers = Twelve baskets 

 Crowd = 5,000 men (plus additional women and children = 10,000+) 

APPLICATION 
Question: Who is this Jesus to you? 

 Not only in your mind (facts) but also how you respond to Him. 

1 Kings 18:21 

And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different 

opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a 

word. 

 When we rightly see who Jesus is, we can only surrender to Him as Lord.  

Jesus: 

 Son of God (divine, eternal) 

 Savior (loving, way of salvation) 

 Shepherd (caring, restorative = Psalm 23) 

Related Verses 
Ephesians 3:14-19 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 



love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 


